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‘One should get there quickly,
but comfortably.’ is designer
Bill Crealock’s motto and his new
Pacifie Seaeraft 40 continues his
tradition of producing eruising designs
for the serious offshore yachtsman
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PACIFIC

aval architect, Bill Crealock, has

produced a series of long-leg-

ged, blue-water cruising vachts

and the PC40 is the latest from
the same school. The moment one steps
aboard it is clear that every part of the
boat has been thought out carefully by
someone experienced in the conditions
likely to be encountered offshore.

The hull retains the fin keel and full
skeg profile of her sisters, with a shallow
fin between the two to increase
directional stability. The skeg finishes

slightly lower than the rudder to allow
her to dry out without damage. The
canoe stern, though limiting the
accommodation layout somewhat, helps
retain control in s steep, following sea.
The raised bulwarks offer a height-
ened sense of security as well as giving a
good toe grip when heeled, and the stan-
chions and guardrails are the right height
to keep you inboard, not trip you over.
Inboard shrouds leave the sidedecks
clear for access forward, and enable the
headsails to be sheeted close. The

foredeck is built for confident use, and
has a bow platform supporting two
anchors well clear of the stem. A sec-
ondary chain rode exits via a deck hawse.

Equally careful thought has been
applied below with sensible seagoing
berths, galley and navigation area. In
fact, she’s a buy-and-go boat, with little
to add to the standard inventory to make
her fit for a long passage.

Below decks

Although fairl' steep, the companion-
way steps are deep and have good hand-
holds each side. In fact, the hand-holds
throughout are excellent, with full
overhead teak rails in the saloon and
handles on the corners of the chart table
and galley. The darkish teak joinery is
lightened up by off-white headliners
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For

v Well behaved under
sail

v Quality fittings

v Comfortable

Against

X Cramped aftercabin

X Unwieldy engine
cover







