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A traditional looking double-ender with ocean cruising credentials

he Crealock range from Pacific
Seacraft represents a different
facet of American boatbuilding
to that we are familiar with in

the designs from Legend and Catalina.
Created by Bill Crealock, the 34
shares with her sisters a slim, low,

double-ended hull with a powerful
sheerline and well flared bow. She looks
every inch a heavy, broad shouldered
ocean bulldog, yet her underwater pro-
file is quite fine. The well-raked stem
curves easily into a deep forefoot which
looks as if it is going to merge into a

full-length keel. In fact, it is a long fin
linked to a substantial, full-depth, skeg-
hung rudder with the prop well protect-
ed in a cut-out. For a yacht of 10.4m
(34ft) on deck, her displacement is mod-
est, but her short waterline actually puts
her in the heavy displacement category.

| At a glance

For

{2 Good motion and sea-keeping
0 Quality build and fittings

(1 Seagoing interior

Against

{1 Restricted accommodation

0 Small cockpit

Q2 Cutter rig complicates tacking

Although the hull profile is low, the
superstructure is high and carried well
forward to create full headroom below,
right through into the forecabin. It is
surrounded by wide sidedecks and a
generous foredeck well protected by a
high, moulded gunwale.

Left: the Crealock drives powerfully up the Solent. Above: the saloon is compact but well

appointed. Below: the large chart table with the non-standard instrument pod

Below decks

The accommodation is built of oiled teak
on a substantial internal GRP moulding,
which includes the bunk bases, galley
and chart table base. With white lami-
nate panelling to the cabin trunk and
deckhead, a bright, open ambience is
created. Yet the woodwork is substantial
and sufficient to avoid any feeling that it
might have a plastic feel.

The amount of white trim also serves
to increase the sense of space, which is
important, for this is a small interior
compared to many modern 10m (34ft)
yachts. The raked stem and canoe stern
push the accommodation towards the
middle of the yacht where beam is by no
means generous. However, this is a boat
intended to take two people on comfort-
able offshore passages, so the important
thing is the quality and convenience of
the fit-out rather than its volume.

The photographs show an interior
which has had some significant modifi-
cations made to the standard arrange-
ment. The overhead stowage over the
galley and the instrument box over the
chart table are excellent and worthwhile
additions which demonstrate the flexi-
bility of Pacific Seacraft and its ability to
listen to its customers. However, these
two additions, while excellent, tend to
reduce the apparent size of the saloon.
The standard Crealock 34 would have a
more open aspect.

The yacht we tested had been
equipped to Voyagemaker level, which
includes a number of ‘extras’ that adds
approximately £15,000 to the price
shown in the comparison table.

The galley, though compact, is well-
equipped with hot and cold water, a
coolbox which can keep food frozen in

' Construction

Built to American Bureau of Shipping
Plans Certification, the hull is hand-laid,
solid laminated using biaxial cloths.
Below the waterline she has a three-layer
epoxy treatment and vinylester resin is
used for the first laminate followed by
isopthalic polyester resins.

The hull is reinforced with a
substantial internal moulding which is
bonded in place and incorporates floors
| and stringers. Primary bulkheads are

bonded to the hull and deck and

subsequently through-bolted to deck
beams. The deck is o balsocored
sandwich with ply in way of fittings and
bonded and bolted to the hull.
| The keel is cast lead bolted to the hull
| with stainless steel bolts.







