!f the first leg of America’s Great Loop is a fairly

to New York, then the second leg is all about options.

straightforward shot up the East Coast from Florida

Once cruisers arrive in New York City—having completed
the first part of a 5,400+ mile trip around the Eastern half
of America—-the next goal is Chicago, lllinois.

While there is one route that's the most direct between New
York and Chicago, this clan of cruisers generally isn't focused
on the shortest distance between two points. Quite the
opposite, Loopers take pleasure in the journey as much as the
destination, and many take a few years to complete the trip.

The second leg winds through America’s less-traveled rivers,
Canada’s lock-filed canals and the majestic Great Lakes. There
are three main routes that Loopers take to reach Chicago.
In addition, there are countless side trips that can add days,
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weeks and seasons onto a trip. Loopers are free spirits, and it
only seems fitting that they should have many options.

There are a few important things that must be taken into
consideration in this part of the trip, and may make the decision
of “which way?” easy for some cruisers. The first is height
restrictions, as some of the routes will be unusable to cruisers
with high flybridges, radar arches whose height exceeds 20
feet or the rare sailor making the Loop. There are marinas along
the way that will assist in lowering radar arches and stepping
masts to make a route accessible. This information can be
found on the America’s Great Loop Cruisers’ Association’s
(AGLCA) Web site at greatloop.org under Frequently Asked
Questions. The Web site also provides a full list of height
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