o

Jegiavss

o AT |

3
TREAT LOOIL

NEW YORK TO CHICAGD

f tha first leg of Americe's Great Loop B a fasdy

siralghtionward shot wo the East Coast fram Flonda
to Mow Yok, (han (e second leg is all sbowt optiona
Once cruisers amive in MNew York City=having completed
tha first part of a 5 400+ mile trip around the Eastern half
af Amenca—the next goal is Chicago, (linoes

Whils thare i ona route that's the most diect botwaen M
York and Chicago, this clan of onisars genanally isn’t focused
an the shorest distance betwesen two ponts Ouite tha
apposite, Loopers take pleasurs i tha journey as much as the
deatingtion, and many take & few vears 1o oomgleta tha Hp

The second ke winds through Amence's less-treveled Avers,
Canade's lock-flled canals and the st Greal Lakes, Tham
are three man routes that Loopers take o reach Chicaoa
In acdton, them ae countiess side iips thal can acd days,
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The second leg of Americas
Great Loop offers a variety
of routes and side trips

wWiasks and seasons onto a bip. Loopsrs ae freée spints, and &
only seems fitting that ey should have meny aptions

Thera aia a few mportard hings thal must be takan nko
consideration m this par of the trip, and may make the decision
of “whach win'"" aasy for some cruisers. The first s height
reginichions, as some Of the rouhes will B8 urusanke 10 crossers
with kigh hbrdgas, redar archas whosa haight excesds 20
feat or the rare salor miang the Loop. Thend 3 mannas aong
thg weary that will assist in lowanng radar arches and stepoing
masie 1o Make 8 mule acosssibie. Ths niormaton can e
found on the Amedca's Great Loop Crusers' Association's
PGLCA) Wb site al greations.ong under Frequently Askad
Cusstions. The \Web aite also provides & fdl list of helght
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restrictions. Acoomdng 1o the AGLCA I wou can' claar
20.5 fepi=0r ann't abis o lower your rader anch-pou
rrusl e Men York Haror end take the iIong way
amund Maing, Mew Brungwick and Mowe Boolia down
1o tha 51, Lawmnces Sadviny

another concern is locks. Going thrmwgh locks 15 8
given on this leq of tha Loop, and sorma of the Boks
n Canada ara espaciaily unusual=-one puls your boal
n a ift and takes @ ower a mad, satfing i back in
ihe watar on the olher sids. Soma crulsers considar
pagsing the locks to be a fun advanturs in feall, whil
sorrde Transil as Tew &3 posaitda,

host Loopers bound for Chicaqo will & star thesr
criise in the same manner, ieaying he Big Applke
and haEdng we e Hudaon River, Thee moule takas

cruises pasl Tarmylown—meds famoue Dy Washington
Irving's The Legend of Siesoy Holow-his housa & open
to tours. Afler Troy' and Albany, the river meals wilh the
pasiern entranca of tha Eng Canal, Wi crusers wil
make thair first big decision,

There are three main routes
open to Loopers on this leg:

1} The most common & 1o take the Ene Canal {part of the
Messy York Siate Canal Sysiem) easl io the Oswego Canal,
Hers, cruisers ranail sevan locks on tha short Oewego Canal
fo el inlo Lake Ontafo. The roufe has tha lBest hesght
restriction, perhaps adding 1o (ks populanty—cndsers nead o
orly e able o clesr 2005 feal. Aller Lale Ongano, it norh
glong Cannda’ Trenl-Sesam Cana-he 240 mils welenwey
has 44 lpcks, and the minmom overead fiked broge
claarance s 22 Teal The Treni-Severn emples into Gaorgan
Bay, a shalorod crusing ground nodh on Lake Huomon ihat
rmany Loopars say b5 8 hghlight of the Bip, Contiruing an
tom Gecigien Bay, the North Charnel leads down 1o Lake
Michigan and Meckings lelend, ancther Loopar fava, Laks
Michigan presents sven more options for the final jog o
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Chicano, but let's take one thing at & tima

2) The sacond most popular route takes cruisers deapar
irfo Armirica’s and Canada's rivar syistama: instesd of heading
East at the confluenca of the Hudson River and Erie Cansl,
Loopars will head norh along the Cnamplein Canel, and intg
Leka Champiain, This route than tekes crusens norh through
tmey Cihiamby Canal, Richalissy Bivar, Saint-Ours Camal, and
down tha St Lawrance River. The 5t Lawrence River heads
south and o Lake Ontario, wherne Loopers hop on the Trem-
Bavam Walterway end continue along oolion one

3 T thind opton is the most direct rowte and, perhaps
riot coincidentally; aleo the bast popular. Crulsers will take e
Eriz Cianal all the way through—instesd of axiting &t Ossego
and heading nio Lake Dnlanc-sirakght bo Lake Ens, then up
thralgh Lake Horon 1o Mackinac [sland, This roulte makes it
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possible to complete the Loop while never leaving America's
waienwaya, Whike i might be a good aption for thoss wha
are a lifle more peressed 1o Tirme, [ ouls oul soma of 1990 Dest
cruising found on ey 2 i [ne akes and rvers of Canada

O course, agch of thase mutes abounds wilh side trips.
Steve Kramer, mamber senvices coordinator of the AELCA
recommends taking time to visit the Finger Lakes in [ha
caniral region of Maw York, which can be accassad via the
Eria and Cayuga-Sensca Canals. “It's worth # to spend a
whols summar hera,” ha says, Indesd, Steve knowe many
cruissrs who sxiend this leg of the Greal Loop oul ower
ANy YEars—0ns Wihd Sven SRent e yedrs=ieaving e oot
for tha winbér and coming back sach summer fo explons
this ragion. Timmg & iImportat on the second =g, Its
recommendad not be on the Ere Cangl befare mic-Juns,
and moel want to be off Lake Mahigan by S



Bacause ol 1his short cruising season, | makes the gecision
o leave 1ha boat and apend a few summens complating
sa0ond leg an easy one 1o mks

‘When Bob Kunath made the i on his 38-foot Pacific
Sagcrall, Sans Souc (French for *without care”), Fa plnned 1o
takes hEs e, He ook two years to travel 3,580 statubs mikis
complefing the Loop, and recommends that Loopars, Taxa
g5 many side trips as you can,” Bob and his wite Caml tock
g diierent moute on kg 2, one That ook some exira tima, bul
wias wall worth il. They stuck with the gisl of option: 2, headng
norih en Champiain Canal, but sstaad of haading doan the
Sl Lawrenoa Fiver, hey diveried onio the lsss-travalad Fideag
Canal rowe. This beautiid cang 2 & World Hantags S4a that
Iinks tha city of Kingstan on Lake Ontano to Ottawa, Cenada.
Bob =ald one of his favonbte pans of 1he Inp was apendng
Canada Day (uly 1] im Ottawa. "There's mothing ke Deing n
a ratlon whan 5 celebrating its day of ndapandence,” Bob
sad “f4nd wa were docked at the ssawsll Aght in frond of
Pariament. Try doing that in 0.G, on July Fourthl®

Bob & the orusing editor for Lake Michigan for Wislenvs,
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Gue Greal Lates Edition, and he oflers an allernatve to the
stancar mute that tekes crusars down [ha Michigan coast
frorn hWacking: to Chicago. He agys this routs tends 1o b mor
populer becausa Michigan has & nelural naor, “every haenty
miles o 50." Bul he says, and Stews Kromdr aorees:, hat haeast
siche of the ke & prone to highar winds, whid 1hi wesl ooas
hes calrner sees, winich 18 just one mason he sugpests ghang
the west coasl and 'Weconsin 8 tne “MWeniowac, Wisoonsn,
has Bl bt rranbme musaum onthe Great Lakes, This mule
gisn has great sida Inps, &% whils § nol heve & many natural
hertors, thers ame planty of mar-macs maninas,” Bob says. For
i bagt of both workds approach, be sayE Loonars can base
hackirac eacing dosn the Michigan coast then cross the ke
wihaneil's slil o repsonable jump ta the oifer sos, 50 miles or 50
and continue down tha seasl coas!

Leg & ends much as it began-m oni of Amanca’s greatest
cities, Those who have height restnclions less than 14 feal
can aclhsally crdse dght into Ghicago, passng by sogiisiaing
poats and waving af fouriss, fesling a sense of pnoa 1nal
frey heve amved on their own sieam,  's
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